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1. WHAT MAKES GREAT NEIGHBOURHOODS, STREETS           
 AND GREEN SPACES?  

 
 
 
A neighbourhood is the fundamental building block of a community.  It is where persons of all 
ages and abilities experience their families and friends.  They send their children to school 
there, they meet to play soccer and little league baseball.  They ride their bikes to the nearest 
park, library, store and restaurant.   
 
Neighbourhoods should establish a sense of place for their residents, with the goal being to 
create and maintain safe, interconnected, and complete streets on which to live, work and play.   
 
It is the place where people tell other people they live.  
 
 

 
 

One of many great neighbourhoods in LaSalle 

 
 
Streets are important components of neighbourhoods, and should not be treated separately 
from neighbourhoods.   
 
It is important that the street network be designed at the human scale -- ensuring good 
connectivity, shorter block lengths and a choice of routes for walking and cycling. 
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"Complete streets" are streets built for everyone.  They are designed and maintained to enable 
safe access for all users, including pedestrians, cyclists, persons in wheelchairs, transit riders 
and motorists of all ages and abilities.   
 
When properly designed and built they make it easy to cross the street, walk to parks, and 
bicycle to school. 
 
 

 
 

One of many great streets in LaSalle 

 

Transport Canada, in a 2009 publication entitled "Complete Streets: Making Canada's roads 
safer for all", provided the following information regarding the benefits of designing and building 
"complete streets": 

 

"By adopting complete street policies, communities stand to gain many 
benefits.  Viewing the road network holistically enables communities to 
reduce infrastructure costs by designing a transportation network that suits 
all users at the outset, rather than retrofitting to include pedestrian, cycling 
and transit amenities later.  There are also safety and social benefits to be 
had by lowering traffic speeds, expanding mobility options, improving air 
quality, increasing opportunities for physical fitness, and designing more 
attractive communities." 
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This Transport Canada report goes on to provide many examples of the type of design features 
that are often included as part of a "complete street" network --- including: improved pedestrian 
infrastructure (i.e. well-designed and well-placed crosswalks, pedestrian crossing islands, raised 
crosswalks, audible pedestrian signals and sidewalk bulb outs); improved bicycle infrastructure 
and amenities (such as bicycle lanes, racks and parking areas); and street trees, round-a-bouts 
and on-street parking to slow down traffic and enhance pedestrian/cyclist safety and 
convenience. 

Green spaces come in many shapes and sizes.  They include natural areas (such as forests, 
wetlands, shorelines and tall grass prairies), sports fields, parks, trails and play areas 
associated with schools. They also include tree-lined boulevards on streets that provide 
sidewalks and buildings with shade and a more natural appearance, thereby making these 
public spaces more pleasant and inviting for people walking and riding by. 
 
 

 
 

One of many great Green Spaces in LaSalle 

 
 
The vital ingredients of great neighbourhoods, streets and green spaces include: 
 
 

 Neighbourhoods being built at a human scale; 
 

 A network of interconnected "complete streets",  shorter block lengths, sidewalks, trails, 
pathways, crosswalks, and bike lanes provided and maintained to encourage and 
support active/healthy lifestyles; 
 

 Attractive and interesting destinations -- which are inviting and encourage persons of all 
ages to spend time in and enjoy as part of their daily lives; 
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 Careful design of all streets, including “eyes on the street” from adjacent buildings 
located along each street, so that walkers and cyclists feel safe and have destinations 
within easy walking or riding distances; 
 

 “Neighbourhood Hearts”, with community facilities, amenities, shops/businesses being 
located within a 5 to10 minute walk or bike ride to where people live; 
 

 A broad range of housing choices and lot size options being available --- with flexible 
regulations that allow areas to change/adapt over time to meet evolving community 
needs; 
 

 Many different types of green spaces  --- acquired, maintained and interconnected as 
part of a comprehensive linked "greenway system", for ecological, recreational, 
social/health and wellness purposes; 
 

 An "urban canopy", with tree-lined streets and boulevards, and forests providing an 
abundance of shade and habitat; 
 

 Vehicular traffic being "tamed" and "places" being created that people like, feel 
comfortable in, and want to return to again and again; 
 

 Ongoing investments being made and successful public/private sector partnerships 
being established to create, program and maintain attractive, safe and inviting gathering 
places for shopping, special events, and socializing close to where people live. 

 

 

 

 

neighbourhoods, streets 
and green spaces need 

to work well for all 
generations:                                                     

from the very young to 
the very old in our 

community -- the 8 to 80 
rule of urban design 
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2. HEALTHY PLACES, HEALTHY PEOPLE  

 

Building on the policy framework and action plans prepared by LaSalle Staff in the late 1990s 
(and adopted by LaSalle Council in the form of the "LaSalle Greenway" and "Liveable 
Neighbourhood" initiatives), municipal planners from across the Windsor-Essex Region 
prepared and signed a document in 2006 entitled “Healthy Places Healthy People – Smart 
Choices for the Windsor-Essex Region of Ontario”.   

 

This 2006 document recognized that the health 
and well-being of our children and 
grandchildren will be determined by the quality 
of the places we call home.   

These planning principles were communicated 
to Councils from across the Windsor-Essex 
Region in 2007.  A copy of this report and 
statement of planning principles can be found in 
Appendix 1. 

On January 22, 2009, the Essex Region 
Conservation Authority (ERCA) presented the 
municipal planners with the 2008 
Environmental Achievement Award for the 
“Healthy Places, Healthy People” Statement 
of Principles. 

The following comments were made by ERCA 
regarding the work that had been completed by 
the region’s planners: 

“Conserving healthy, viable ecosystems and 
communities goes beyond any human-made 
boundaries.   

In a landmark decision of cooperation, the City 
of Windsor and the County of Essex joined 
forces in 2002 to form the Inter-Municipal 
Planning Consultation Committee (IMPCC) to 
ensure proactive decisions for regional 
planning.   
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In its report called “Healthy Places, Healthy People, Smart Choices for the 
Windsor-Essex Region of Ontario”, the committee identified environmental 
trends and initiatives to ensure the health and well-being of local residents 
and ecosystems.   

The quality of our air, soil and water, our green spaces and access to healthy 
foods, jobs and social networks were identified by the committee as essential 
requirements in community design.   

In 2008, City and County Councils adopted the committee’s report and 
agreed to responsibly address and support the principles outlined by 
their report.  The health and well-being of the residents and the 
environment of the Essex Region are the beneficiaries of the vision for 
conservation of the Inter-Municipal Planning Consultation Committee.  
We celebrate the committee work, and their contribution to planning a 
greener, cleaner, healthier future for our region”. 

 

In 2009, more than 140 health professionals, municipal planners, and elected officials from 
across Windsor-Essex, Chatham-Kent and Sarnia-Lambton (the "tri-county area" of 
Southwestern Ontario) came together for a 2 day Community Summit.  The purpose of this 
summit was to raise community awareness and to identify practical approaches to create 
healthy, affordable, liveable communities. 
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A comprehensive range of guiding principles for the creation and maintenance of a healthy 
community can be found in the final report that was issued at the conclusion of this 2009 
Community Summit.  This report also identified a number of barriers and challenges that need 
to be removed and/or addressed to achieve the desired outcomes for Southwestern Ontario 
municipalities. 

 

 

2009 Community Summit for the Tri-County area of Southwestern Ontario 

 

A copy of the 2009 report entitled "Promoting Healthy Living, Housing and Community Design 
Options" is attached as Appendix 2. 

In 2011, as part of the Town's Corporate Strategic Plan LaSalle Council adopted the following 
strategic vision statement: 

 

"LaSalle will be an active, healthy and caring waterfront community that 
values its unique heritage, vibrant residential neighbourhoods and 

business districts." 
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As part of Strategic Planning Sessions held in March and April 2015, LaSalle Council adopted a 
revised strategic vision for the community that reads as follows: 

 

"LaSalle will be an active, healthy and caring 
community that values its unique heritage, 
shoreline, open spaces, safe residential 

neighbourhoods and vibrant business districts for 
the benefit of persons of all ages and abilities." 

 
 

This change was made by Council to reflect the growing importance of the Town's green 
spaces, great neighbourhoods and safe streets ---- with the LaSalle Trail network being a 
cornerstone element of both the Town's valued green spaces network and active transportation 
system.   
 
The revisions made to the strategic vision in 2015 also reflect LaSalle Council's ongoing support 
for a continuation of the use and application of proper community planning and urban design 
principles.  When used and applied collectively, these planning principles are intended to create 
"great places" that are capable of allowing LaSalle residents of all ages and abilities to live 
active and healthy lives. 
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3. THINK GLOBALLY, ACT LOCALLY 
 
 
3.1 Sustainable Development 
 
 
The concept of "Sustainable Development" was reawakened in 1987 in a UN Report entitled 
"Our Common Future".  This report, commonly referred to as the "Bruntland Report" defined 
sustainable development as follows: 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
"sustainable development 
is development that 
meets the needs of the 
present without 
compromising the ability 
of future generations to 
meet their needs." 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
One of the first recorded concepts of sustainability in North America is commonly known as the 
"Seventh Generation Principle" --- and is based on an ancient Iroquois philosophy that decisions 
that we make today must consider the impact of our decisions on the next seven generations.  
This principle dates back to the "Great Law of Iroquois Confederacy", a constitution which pre-
dated European settlement in North America and provided a set of laws for Aboriginal Peoples 
living in what is now the Great Lakes Region of Canada and the United States.   
 
At its most basic level, sustainable development means making decisions which:  
 

 use resources wisely; 
 

 consider the impact of those decisions not only in terms of what their impact will be 
today, but also how those decisions will impact the lives of our children and 
grandchildren; 
 

 support production and consumption without degrading the human and natural 
environment; 
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 share the benefits of economic activity amongst a broad cross section of society. 

 
 
In the context of a municipality such as the Town of LaSalle, applying sustainable development 
principles means that LaSalle Council and Community Leaders should strive to:   
 
 

(i)  make decisions that are in the best "long-term" interest of the residents of this 
 community, considering how future generations of the Town of LaSalle and 
 the broader Windsor-Essex Region will be affected; 
 
(ii)  be good stewards of the land, water and air --- protecting and enhancing 
 important ecological resources;  
 
(iii)  adopt policies and deliver services in a manner that are fiscally and 
 environmentally responsible. 

 
 
 
3.2 Climate Change Adaptation 
 
 
In a 2011 Report released by the Ontario Government entitled "Climate Ready, Ontario's 
Adaptation Strategy and Action Plan", residents of this province are advised of what 
communities across the province will be facing in the coming decades and the need to begin to 
adapt to those changes. 
 
The following excerpt from this provincial report provides the rationale for why we need to act: 
 

 
"In Ontario we are already 
experiencing climate change impacts 
which threaten our health and safety, 
our environment and our economy. 
The climate has been permanently 
altered and is on an escalating vector 
of change.  More rain is falling in 
heavy storms and summers have 
more frequent and longer dry 
periods... all of which will affect how 
we design stormwater drainage 
systems, bridges and roads.  
Regardless of the cause, changes in 
weather patterns already impose 
risks to life, property and the natural 
world in Ontario that cannot be 
ignored.  Climate change is the 
defining issue of our generation." 
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Within this provincial report, there are many examples of action items that should be taken by 
the senior levels of government, by businesses and individuals, and by communities across 
Ontario to begin preparing for the changing climate impacts that will affect all of our lives in the 
coming years and decades ahead.   
 
Several examples cited for Ontario communities can be summarized as follows: 
 
 

 to lessen the impacts related to more frequent heavy rain/flooding events, communities 
will need to increase storm sewer and culvert sizes (so that more rainwater can be 
conveyed to receiving bodies of water), and proactive solutions will need to be identified 
and applied to increase the amount of permeable surfaces in built-up urban areas; 
 

 building code regulations will need to be changed so that buildings being constructed are 
more resilient to the impacts of extreme weather conditions; 
 

 adopting planning policies that require sustainable design features within new 
development related to water conservation, energy efficiency and active transportation; 
 

 re-assessing areas prone to flooding hazards and directing development outside of 
those areas.  
 
 
 
 

 
 

More Frequent, intense Storms Require Climate Change Adaptation At the Municipal Level 
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This 2011 report provides an important statement with respect to shared responsibilities, and 
the need to cooperate across sectors -- in order to put in place adaptations that will be cost-
effective and practical in each region of this province: 
 

 
"Adapting to a changing climate is a responsibility shared by all --- 
governments, businesses, communities and individuals.  While climate change 
is a global issue, adaptation to a changing climate has to happen in the 
communities and places where the consequences will be felt.   
 
Decisions made at the local level -- made through municipal by-laws, official 
plans, infrastructure investments, emergency response procedures and drinking 
water source protection plans -- require careful consideration in light of the risks 
posed by climate change." 

 
 
In 2015, the Ontario Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change released a discussion 
paper entitled "Ontario's Climate Change".  The following is a brief synopsis of the short-term 
critical actions identified in this provincial report for Ontario municipalities: 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 communities need to provide more 
 opportunities for more trips to be 
 made by walking and cycling, and 
 to provide better public transit to 
 reduce overall private vehicle use; 
  

 curbing urban sprawl and creating 
 complete communities that are 
 healthy, walkable and supportive 
 of transit and active transportation, 
 agricultural lands, natural 
 resources and the environment; 
 

 new buildings and the retrofit of 
 existing buildings need to be even 
 more energy efficient, harness 
 renewal energy and use integrated 
 energy infrastructure.  
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4. 20 YEARS LATER --- POSITIVE CHANGES FOR LASALLE 
 NEIGHBOURHOODS, STREETS AND GREEN SPACES   
 
 
 
4.1 Street Connectivity, Street Trees, Active Transportation Infrastructure, Liveable 
 Neighbourhoods  
 
 
Since the late 1990s, a comprehensive set of Official Plan policies have been adopted and used 
by LaSalle Council and Senior Staff  to guide how neighbourhoods and streets are designed 
and built in the Town of LaSalle.   
 
 
The following are key street design Official Plan policies that have been in use town-wide since 
the late 1990s.  These policies have contributed to the positive outcomes which have been 
collectively achieved during the last 2 decades in the Town of LaSalle: 
 

 
"In designing, building and maintaining roads within the town, the following 
policies shall be applied to new and existing roads: 
 

 alignment, boulevard and centre median development should be an 
aesthetic consideration during the design of all roadways; 
 

 landscaping and planting should be used to establish a uniform and 
coordinated street image along arterial and collector roads; 
 

 sidewalks, walkways and bikeways shall be considered as integral parts 
of all new residential developments, to facilitate cycling and pedestrian 
modes of transportation within and between residential neighbourhoods, 
recreational and community facilities; 
 

 the use of cul-de-sacs is discouraged within the town and wherever 
possible crescents and a modified grid system should be used when 
designing and constructing new roads in order to promote and facilitate 
walking within neighbourhoods and the use of a future transit system; 
 

 alternative design standards will be favourably considered by Council in 
those instances where such innovation is required to protect important 
natural heritage features and/or to implement part of the proposed new 
"greenway system". 

 
 
Council supports the creation of a new bikeway/linear trail system for the town.  
As funding becomes available, the town will implement a staged network of 
bikeways, recreational trails and walkways which will be developed and 
managed as part of the Town of LaSalle "greenway system". 
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The design of bikeways within the town will encourage the separation of 
bicyclists and pedestrians wherever possible, or facilitate the mixture of 
pedestrians with slow-moving recreational bicyclists when such separation is 
not possible. 
 
Council will encourage the development of pedestrian routes to link all major 
open space areas, commercial districts, schools and other public institutions 
located within the town.  This pedestrian network will be integrated with and 
designed to function as part of the town's overall transportation network, 
providing a safe and convenient alternative to automobile forms of 
transportation."  
 

 
In 2003, Council adopted the following additional street and neighbourhood design Official Plan 
policies as part of the Bouffard and Howard Secondary Plan --- for the largest remaining new 
greenfield neighbourhoods in the Town of LaSalle: 
 
 

"The design of the street system, as well as the configuration of lots and the 
siting of buildings adjacent to streets, is an essential part of the community's 
character.  The Town and all stakeholders involved in plan review and 
approval processes shall have regard for streetscape design, as well as 
transportation planning considerations, in reviewing proposals for new roads 
and modifications to the existing street system. 
 
New development shall be based on a modified grid system of streets which 
facilitates connectivity within the community and with adjacent streets.   
 
The layout of streets, configuration of lots and the siting of buildings and 
parking areas shall ensure that: 
 
 

 buildings and structures are oriented to the street, and at 
intersections are massed toward the intersection; 
 

 reverse lotting is prohibited; 
 

 there are significant areas of unobstructed road frontage adjacent to 
the greenway system, particularly for schools, parks and natural 
heritage features; 
 

 in residential areas, garages are designed so that they are not the 
dominant feature in the streetscape, and do not dominate the 
frontage of the lot; 
 

 street trees are planted along all public roadways, which over time 
will result in the creation of tree-lined canopies along all public 
thoroughfares. 
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The greenway system is the "cornerstone" of the Town of LaSalle's Official 
Plan.  The essence of the greenway system approach is linkages --- 
connecting wildlife habitat areas to each other, human settlements to other 
human settlements, urban areas to rural areas, waterfront to non-waterfront, 
and people to nature." 
 

 
In 2003, the following community design principles  were adopted by LaSalle Council as part of 
the LaSalle Official Plan to articulate a shared community vision for neighbourhoods, streets 
and green spaces being built, expanded or enhanced within the Bouffard and Howard Planning 
Districts: 
 

 
"a) liveable, mixed use neighbourhods designed for people, are the 
 building blocks of a healthy, vibrant and caring LaSalle community; 
 
b) neighbourhoods, town centre and employment districts with a highly 
 interconnected road network and a balanced transportation system 
 that is designed and built for pedestrians, cyclists, transit and 
 automobiles; 
 
c) shorter block lengths, a finer grain of block sizes, and 5-minute 
 walking distances to neighbourhood activity centres; 
 
d) neighbourhoods which are diverse in use and population, with a 
 broad range of housing choices for residents with different needs and 
 different incomes; 
 
e) parks, schools, places of worship, compact pedestrian-scaled 
 shopping districts (mixed use town centres) and employment 
 opportunities situated closer to where people live, easily accessible 
 by foot, bicycle, transit and automobile; 
 
f) public places that foster a sense of community pride and well-being 
 within each neighbourhood; 
 
g) ecologically significant lands are protected, enhanced, incorporated 
 within a planned greenway system and given prominence (i.e. single 
 loaded roads) for the benefit of all residents in the surrounding 
 neighbourhood; 
 
h) urban places framed by architecture and landscape of a high 
 standard of design that celebrates local history, climate, ecology and 
 building practice for both the public realm and for private lands."  

 
 

Collectively, these existing Official Plan policies have resulted in many more LaSalle residents 
being able to live, work and play in neighbourhoods which have an interconnected street and 
trail network, with shorter block lengths, tree lined streets, and safer, more convenient access to 
schools, shopping, parks and other green spaces by foot, by bike and by car.    
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The following are nine (9) examples of how existing Official Plan Policies have resulted in 
positive changes for LaSalle residents and visitors. 
 
 
 

i) LaSalle residents living within a 5 or 10-minute 
walk of the Town Centre, are now able to safely 
walk to parks, green spaces, the community 
library/senior centre, and a broad range of retail 
stores, restaurants, medical offices, 
professional and personal services  

 
  

 
 

.....more than 2,200 LaSalle residents living 
within a 5 or 10 minute walk of the Town 
Centre, where 400,000 square feet of 
commercial floor space is located (together 
with the Town's new Civic Centre facilities and 
existing Transit Stops)... 900 of these LaSalle 
residents live in low or mid-rise apartment, 
townhome or semi-detached dwelling units 
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ii) LaSalle residents living throughout the urban 
area now have over 70 kilometres of sidewalks 
and more than 30 kilometres of trails  ---- to 
safely walk and ride between neighbourhoods, 
to schools, parks, libraries and other community 
facilities 
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iii) crosswalks, sidewalks, on road bike lanes, and in-

boulevard paved trails being incorporated within urban 
streets --- promoting active transportation and making 
LaSalle neigbourhoods and streets safer  

 
 

 
 

 
 

  on-road bike lane   painted pedestrian crosswalks 

 
 

 
 
    in-boulevard paved trail along Laurier Parkway 
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iv) remaining green spaces being protected, enhanced 

and interconnected as part of the LaSalle Greenway 
--- more than 400 acres of ecologically significant 
woodlots, tall grass prairies and wetlands are now 
in public ownership 

 
 

 
 
                         LaSalle Woods           Turkey Creek 
 
 

 
 

Detroit River Wetlands 
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v) an extensive network of paved trails along watercourses, 

linear corridors, streets, and within green spaces (i.e. 
forests and parks) ----  promoting active transportation and 
active, healthy lifestyles   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
Paved trails along Cahill Drain, Turkey Creek, Hydro Corridor, LaSalle Woods 
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vi) tree lined streets are being created within all new 

developments  ---  with continuous, wide sidewalks and in-
boulevard paved trails, creating walkable, safe, and healthy 
neighbourhoods  

 
 

 
 
   Deerview      Cameo 
 
 

 
 
   St. Francis      Gladwin 
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Street Trees planted along all roads and boulevards have been shown to be one of the most 
cost-effective strategies to: 
 
 

 lower urban air temperatures and reduce energy use --- reducing the demand for air 
conditioning and by making it comfortable for people to walk outdoors during hot 
summer months. According to the US Environmental Protection Agency: 

 
 ".....trees lower surface and air temperatures by providing shade 
and through evapotranspiration.  Shaded surfaces, for example, 
may be 20-45o F (11-25oC) cooler than the peak temperatures of 
unshaded materials.  Evapotranspiration, alone or in combination 
with shading, can help reduce peak summer temperatures by 2-9oF 
(1-5oC). Trees are most useful as a mitigation strategy when planted 
in strategic locations around buildings or to shade pavement in 
parking lots and on streets." 

 
 reduce storm water runoff and improve water quality --- by absorbing and filtering 

rainwater; 
 

 improve air quality, lower greenhouse gas emissions, and improve human health  --- by 
reducing air pollutants, storing and sequestering carbon dioxide, and reducing harm to 
humans related to direct exposure to UV rays; 
 

 slow deterioration of street pavement -- thereby reducing pavement maintenance costs; 
 

 improve habitat --- for birds, insects and other wildlife; 
 

 improve safety to pedestrians, cyclists and motorists --- by helping to physically separate 
pedestrians from vehicular traffic, slowing down traffic, and creating safer walking 
environments. 

 

 
 
 
During the last decade, more than 3,000 street trees have been planted along all new streets 
that have been built in the Town of LaSalle  --- providing residents and wildlife living along these 
streets with improved air quality and all of the other benefits as noted above.  Over time, as new 
development continues to occur in the Town, LaSalle's urban canopy will only increase in size 
as additional street trees continue to be planted as part of all new developments.   
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vii) new east-west arterial road --- providing improved street 
connectivity for existing and planned new LaSalle 
neighbourhoods to/from the regional highway/arterial road 
network 

 
 

 
 

Laurier Parkway, east of Disputed 

 

 
  

Laurier Parkway, east of Malden Road 
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viii) increased housing choices and a more compact urban built 

form --- reflecting evolving demographic and lifestyle 
changes 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Assisted Living Building along Sandwich West Parkway,  and Apartment Style Condos along Normandy 

 
 
 
 

 
   
 

Townhome and Semi-Detached Dwellings along Gabrieu and St. Francis 
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ix) destinations and places that are attractive, inviting and 

where people want to spend time in  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

LaSalle Vollmer Recreation Complex 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  LaSalle Waterfront Park   LaSalle Civic Centre (including library and senior centre) 
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4.2 Private Sector Marketing of LaSalle Neighbourhoods and Streets 
 
 
Most, if not all developers and builders working in the Town of LaSalle, have utilized the 
neighbourhood amenities, green spaces and high quality of available services to market and sell 
lots and new homes located throughout the community. 
 
 

 

 
The LaSalle Trail network 
features prominently in many of 
the advertisements, brochures 
and other marketing materials 
that have been prepared and 
distributed by various land 
developers and homebuilders. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Example of Private Sector Marketing Brochure Highlighting LaSalle's Trail Network 
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Many of these marketing campaigns, targeted at attracting new homebuyers to their respective 
developments, also make use of "LaSalle's Quality of Life" to help sell new lots and homes. 
 
In their advertisements, builders and land developers often highlight LaSalle's: 
 
 

 Quality Neighbourhoods; 
 

 Quality Schools and Shopping Districts; 
 

 Parks, Trails, Golf Courses 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Example of Private Sector Marketing Brochure Highlighting LaSalle's Quality of Life 
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For new developments located closer to the Town Centre, homebuilders and developers have 
used existing community amenities and services that are located within walking distance to help 
sell new condominium apartment style dwellings. 
 
Shopping, and being in "the heart of it all" are featured community assets that LaSalle is able to 
offer those residents that wish to be located in a higher density, walkable "downtown" 
environment.   
 
They also highlight the benefits associated with living in a community that has "paved walking 
trails that meanders through nature preserves that boast trilliums and rare birds". 
 
These private sector advertisements recognize that many prospective purchasers want to live in 
an area where they can walk to/from shopping, and also be close to nature to be able to enjoy 
the outdoors and to exercise (walking and biking) as part of daily routines. 
 
 

 
 
 

Example of Private Sector Marketing Brochure Highlighting LaSalle Residents Being Able to Walk to 
Shopping Areas, and to enjoy walking and biking in nearby natural areas  
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5. IMPORTANCE OF CONTINUING TO BUILD ON WHAT                
 HAS BEEN ACCOMPLISHED 
 
In 1997, when the existing LaSalle Official Plan was drafted, very few communities in 
Southwestern Ontario recognized the importance of creating healthy, safer communities and 
protecting and enhancing remaining ecologically significant areas. Even fewer municipalities 
were setting aside the necessary dollars and committing staff resources to undertake major 
natural heritage land acquisitions, and securing corridors for what was envisaged at that time to 
become a comprehensive network of interconnected trails and walkways. 

Twenty years ago, LaSalle’s Official Plan was breaking new ground in terms of its overall policy 
framework that utilized a new “LaSalle Greenway” as a cornerstone element of the Town’s 
Official Plan.  In 1999, an action plan was also prepared and adopted by LaSalle Council to 
provide further guidance and direction with respect to priority projects that should be undertaken 
to build and maintain a comprehensive network of trails and sidewalks: interconnecting 
residents living in all LaSalle neighbourhoods; creating safe streets to walk and ride along; and 
protecting and enhancing the community’s green spaces. 

Since that time, additional Official Plan policies have been adopted that build on the greenway 
policy initiative, and articulate LaSalle Council’s commitment to create more “Liveable 
Neighbourhoods”.   

Twenty years later, and with the support, assistance and commitment of many members of 
LaSalle Council, Senior Staff, land developers, homebuilders, business owners, and residents 
of this community, we have seen positive changes throughout this municipality.  Many great 
neighbourhoods, streets and green spaces are now available for residents and visitors to live, 
work and play in. 

 

  Place Matters --- It Is About Making Smart Choices 
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As we move forward and begin to plan for the next twenty years (i.e. 2016 to 2036), it is 
important that LaSalle Council, working closely with Senior Staff and with community 
stakeholders, prepare and adopt a new/revised set of Official Plan policies which: 

 

 continue to implement and utilize the planning and urban design principles that are 
articulated in the Town’s “Greenway” and “Liveable Neighbourhood” policy framework; 
 

 improve upon and build on the existing policy framework, by adopting new Official Plan 
policies that responsibly address climate change adaptation requirements, encourage 
responsible economic development, and create/maintain "great places" that LaSalle 
residents of all ages and abilities can enjoy on a daily basis ---- taking into account 
evolving demographic and economic realities; 
 

 enable Council to continue to make “smart choices”, which are both fiscally and 
environmentally responsible --- and are in keeping with the principles of sustainable 
development and the regional planning principles that have been articulated in the  
“Healthy Places, Healthy People – Smart Choices for the Windsor-Essex Region of 
Ontario” document.  

 

Continuing to use limited financial and human resources wisely, balancing the needs of today 
with those of future generations, and understanding and pro-actively addressing the challenges 
that lie ahead, is a sound planning strategy that will best position the Corporation of the Town of 
LaSalle to deliver on its strategic vision without adversely affecting future generations of this 
municipality and the broader economic region. 

An updated and revised LaSalle Official Plan will need to incorporate such a planning strategy 
as a foundation element of the new plan  ---- to continue to improve upon the positive 
accomplishments that have been realized  in this community during the last two decades.  

 

 

 

HEALTHY, VIBRANT AND CARING 


