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Proposed New Satellite Fire Station
in LaSalle 

The Town of LaSalle held a public information session at the LaSalle Civic Centre on
Wednesday, May 31 to share information about a proposed location for a second
satellite fire station. About 100 community members attended the session.
 
LaSalle is in the process of implementing the recommendations of the current Fire
Master Plan. That plan includes the construction of a second, satellite fire station to be
located in the western urban area of LaSalle, specifically on Hazel St. at John Dupuis
Park, formerly the Colonel Bishop School/community center.
 
With the increased urbanization and growth in recent years in LaSalle there is a need
for an improved emergency response model to address recognized standards for
best practice.
 
"This second satellite station would help to improve response to all residents of
LaSalle. The two-station model will increase the efficiency of response and improve
response time," said Dave Sutton, Fire Chief.
 
LaSalle's composite response model (5 full-time firefighters and 30 paid on-call
volunteers) and the ability for volunteer firefighters to quickly access and assemble on
a truck, and move throughout the town was a key driver in the station location criteria.
The current plan of locating this substation in a central west location, would then permit
the eventual re-location of the headquarters station further east than the Vollmer
Culture and Recreation Complex to adequately address both existing, and planned
future growth and development east of Malden Rd.
 
Another important criteria for site selection is the current call volume and projected
trends. Again, this effect is compounded with volunteer response. Based on current
trends and projected future growth, calls are increasing and likely to continue to
increase east of Malden Rd, making it more important for efficient response that
responders in the western core can quickly access an emergency vehicle to travel
across the municipality.
 
"To locate a station further west or south of the Hazel Rd. site would require firefighters
to travel away from the majority of calls to access the station and truck, and then they
would have to backtrack to respond," said Chief Sutton. This could result in longer
response times for, conservatively, over 50% of current emergency responses. 
 



As the proposed location is now parkland, the proposed plans include redesigning the
park by rearranging the current park equipment, installation of a basketball court and
repositioning berms. The construction of a community room is also a part of the current
plan. The community room would provide an additional rental space for small group
use, and would be utilized as the back-up Emergency Operations Centre should the
LaSalle Civic Centre not be able to be used in times of a critical event.
 
Comments from the public about the proposed location are welcome until Monday,
June 19 (date extended), and can be submitted by email to dsutton@lasalle.ca. All
residents of LaSalle are welcome to submit their comments. Information can be found
on the Town of LaSalle's website at www.lasalle.ca, click on Town Hall then Studies
and Special Projects. A final report will be presented to LaSalle Council for
consideration at the July 11 Council Meeting.
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For more information, please contact:

Dave Sutton
Fire Chief,
Town of LaSalle
519-966-0744
dsutton@lasalle.ca

Dawn Hadre
Corporate Communication and Promotions
Officer, Town of LaSalle
519-969-7770, ext. 1253
dhadre@lasalle.ca


