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Marsh Fire on Fighting Island Extinguished
LaSalle Fire Service received a call on Saturday, April 13, 2019 around 8:30 pm
about a fire on Fighting Island. There was an active marsh fire on the island. It started
on the north east end and the wind caused the fire to move south. LaSalle Fire
Service was focused on keeping the crews safe and protecting the buildings on the
island. The fire was called out around 2:45 am, and fire crews left the island around
4:45 am.
 
There were no injuries. There was no threat to the community and no concern of
toxicity in the air. J&J Marine assisted by transporting a fire truck and equipment to
the island. Amherstburg Fire was called in to assist, and Windsor Fire assisted with
fire protection coverage in LaSalle.
 
"Our site commander and officers, along with the crews from Amherstburg Fire, did a
fanastic job to protect all of the buildings," said Fire Chief Dave Sutton. "We sincerely
appreciated the support from Amherstburg Fire, Windsor Fire and J&J Marine." At
the peak time of the fire, there were 30 firefighters on the island.
 
It was a spectacular fire with flames that could be seen from miles away. Fire
personnel used strategic steps to block the fire from spreading. It is estimated that
250 to 300 acres of vegetation were damaged. Fire personnel were able to protect all
of the buildings and three quarters of the vegetation.
 
There is an investigation into the cause of the fire. At this time, it is ruled accidental,
and is not classified as suspicious. The Town of LaSalle does have an emergency
plan in place, and providing emergency services to Fighting Island is included in the
plan. Mutual aid is an important part of the plan.
 
"I am proud of all of our personnel and the partners who worked together to extinguish
the fire. BASF owns Fighting Island and they have done some great work
environmentally, including the development of an outdoor classroom. Some of the
boardwalks were destroyed, but the vegetation can regenerate," said Mayor Marc
Bondy.

Fighting Island is a 1,500-acre island on the Canadian side of the Detroit River in
LaSalle. It is used as a corporate retreat and education center - BASF in cooperation
with Essex County schools turned the island into an outdoor classroom, providing a
hands-on learning environment that has hosted more than 30,000 students from the
local community. BASF has stated that the island will reopen to visitors and students
when it is safe to do so.
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For further information contact: 

Dave Sutton
Fire Chief,
Town of LaSalle
519-966-0744
dsutton@lasalle.ca

Dawn Hadre
Corporate Communication and Promotions
Officer, Town of LaSalle
226-348-0563
dhadre@lasalle.ca

 
 
  
 


