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LaSalle Commemorates History at
Rendez-Vous Voyageur Festival

Join us for a unique experience to explore the 1600-1700's at our Rendez-Vous
Voyageur Festival. We are commemorating our local history including First Nations,
métis and French cultures.
 
The event takes place at Gil Maure Park, 1180 Front Road, in LaSalle. The festival is
open on September 20 from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm, and on September 21 from 10:00
am to 9:00 pm. Friday, September 20 is a PA Day for many local schools and will be
a great place to spend some family time together! Admission is free and all are
welcome.  If you are looking for a great PA Day Camp experience, register your child
at the Vollmer Complex and they can take part in our field trip to the festival. For our
seniors, we have a Senior Day Trip planned with bus transportation from the Vollmer
Complex to the festival. Contact the Vollmer Complex for more information.
 
We make getting there easy with free LaSalle Transit service all day on Friday,
September 20 and Saturday, September 21. We are also offering a free shuttle
service from the Vollmer Complex to Gil Maure Park on Saturday from 10:00 am to
10:00 pm. Take advantage of free transit and avoid parking! For more information
and the complete schedule, visit our website at www.lasalle.ca/rendezvous
 
Interested in some tasty treats? Tantalize your taste buds with both traditional cuisine
and festival favourites including Road Chef, Twigg's Rigg, Sizzlers Hawaiian Ice,
What's Poppin Popcorn Factory, Lemonicious, Kona Ice and Sisters Twisted Funnel
Cakes, Corn-on-cob and French flapjacks.  Shop the RV Le Marche for goodies to
take home from Christine's Bake Shop, Sinclair Honeybees, Raymont's Berries,
Petite Cote Produce, Hoover's Maple Syrup and North Shore Farms Maple Syrup.
 
From drumming and jigging to re-enactments, interactive displays and traditional
cuisine, there is something for all ages and abilities. Entertainment includes:
Lacrosse the Ancient Game featuring a re-enacted game using Great Lake Sticks.
Visitors can join in and learn how to play.
Survival in the Bush is a 17th century courier de bois encampment featuring fire-
starting demonstrations with flint and steel, cordage making, furrier display, and more.
Make a leather pouch for $5.
Michel Payment, Franco-Ontario singer and songwriter, will bring his unique folk,
folklore and rock music style. 
Metis Roots is an authentic 1700 French-mixed blood, fur trade encampment
featuring historic clothing, trade goods and furs.



Tibert Le Voyageur is a Franco-Manitoban storyteller, author, stage performer and
poet, who shares his passion for history and culture.
Le Voyageur Errant features Jay Bailey who provides visitors with an authentic
interpretation of the fur trade life including authentic birch bark canoe, furs, artifacts
and tools.
Marcel Beneteau, a popular folk singer, will entertain visitors with traditional French
songs that best document the traditional folklore of Ontario francophones.
L'Echo d'un peuple celebrates over 400 years of French history in North America
and Ontario featuring local youth who will transport the audience through a range of
emotions.
Metis Strings and Jiggers is a high-energy show that shares their metis roots with
the audience through music and dance. 
Reenactors will travel back in time and live the life of a voyageur. See what it took to
survive as an explorer, the life skills needed, respect for the land and the relations with
First Nations people.
The Walpole Island First Nation Pow Wow Demonstration features drummers,
dancers and presenters who will share their culture including history, environment, the
Anishinabemowin language, smudging/medicine, storytelling, and canoe exhibit.
RV Place de la Famille offers free family fun to enjoy activities galore including
period crafts like rag dolls, archery, face painting, tattoos, children's games,
storytelling, inflatables, entertainment and more.
RV Le Marché offers unique merchandise including leather items, wood crafts,
jewelry, home baked goods, preserves, spices, fresh produce and more. 
Closing down the festival on Saturday night at 8:30 pm, be sure to join us for a Pyro
Musical Fireworks Extravaganza on the Detroit River featuring the sounds of both
our French and First Nations culture. Bring your own chair or blanket. 
 

-30-
For further information contact: 

Julie Columbus
Director, Culture and
Recreation, Town of LaSalle
519-969-7770, ext. 1239
jcolumbus@lasalle.ca

Dawn Hadre
Corporate Communication and Promotions
Officer, Town of LaSalle
519-969-7770, ext. 1253
dhadre@lasalle.ca

 
 
  
 


