
    
 
   

   
            

       
           

           
              

           
        

 
            

           
           

 
             

             
           

             
            

            
           

 
             

            
           

 
 

           
            

       
           

       
            
                

        
 

            
           

           

 

    

Media Release 
Friday, June 12, 2020 

LaSalle Joins Cyber-Seniors Initiative 
The Town of LaSalle has joined Cyber-Seniors to bridge the digital divide and 
connect generations through technology. Building on the award-winning 
documentary and the high school community service project that inspired it, Cyber-
Seniors encourages tech savvy youth to share their knowledge by mentoring older 
adults. Youth are provided with lessons and learning activities to train them to act 
as digital mentors, and seniors gain access to effective technology training and 
intergenerational communities that keep them socially connected and engaged. 

The Town of LaSalle will participate in this important initiative by matching young 
people with seniors to offer free one-on-one telephone guided computer lessons. 
This is made possible by funding assistance from the Canada Summer Jobs 
Program. 

The free lessons offered will include topics like the basics of turning on the 
computer, using the keyboard and mouse, how to use email, how to search using 
Google, how to use Skype, accessibility features on a computer, tablet or 
smartphone and how to use social media platforms like Facebook. The senior will 
complete a questionnaire to help the student identify what they are interested in 
learning about and then work though a comprehensive workbook (that the senior is 
provided with) at their pace. All learning takes place over the phone. 

"The Town of LaSalle is excited about this program as it is especially relevant 
during this time of physical distancing. We recognize the importance of providing 
these types of opportunities to seniors in our community," said Patti Funaro, 
Recreation Manager. 

Cyber-Seniors began as a high-school project in 2009 which inspired anaward-
winning documentary film that has been broadcast in 40 countries and screened in 
over 500 communities world-wide. 'Cyber-Seniors: Connecting Generations', was 
incorporated as a non-profit organization in January 2015 in response to requests 
from community-based organizations to replicate the Cyber-Seniors model. 
Over 80 million North American adults do not use technology in their day-to-day 
lives, while young people under the age of 25 have grown up in a digital world and 
use technology in almost every aspect of their lives. 

Interested seniors can get more information or register for the free lessons by 
calling 519-969-7771, ext. 0 or by visiting our website at www.lasalle.ca/seniors. 
One-on-one telephone lessons will be available from June 22 until August 28. 
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For further information contact: 

https://cyberseniorsdocumentary.com/
http://www.lasalle.ca/en/seniors-programs.asp


 
  
 

Patti  Funaro 
Recreation  Manager, 
Town  of  LaSalle 
519-969-7771,  ext.  4114 
pfunaro@lasalle.ca 
 

Dawn  Hadre 
Corporate  Communication  and  Promotions 
Officer,  Town  of  LaSalle 
519-969-7770,  ext.  1253 
dhadre@lasalle.ca 
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