
   
 

   
              

             
           

              
          

               
            

                   
 

                 
                   

             
              

      

                  
               

            

             
                

                
                

  

                  
               

               
        

                
                  

  

               
                

                

                  
               

                    
       

                
         

   

Thursday, February 18, 2021 
Media Release 

LaSalle Celebrates 30 Years 
Each February, the Ontario Heritage Trust invites Ontarians to participate in Heritage Week in Ontario. 
This week celebrates heritage in all its forms (cultural and natural, architectural, archaeological and 
collections), its diverse traditions and cultural expressions. Heritage Week provides a wonderful 
opportunity for individuals and communities to reflect on their contributions to Ontario, how heritage is 
conserved, promoted and commemorated, and how they might shape the future. 

“During Heritage Week, we are kicking off the Town of LaSalle’s 30th anniversary. We will share 
milestones, special events and memorable moments of LaSalle’s past with the community throughout 
2021. Be sure to follow us on our social media pages to learn more about our rich history,” said Mayor 
Marc Bondy. 

LaSalle was incorporated as a town on June 1, 1991, and became one of the larger communities in 
Essex County. In 2021, LaSalle celebrates 30 years of being a town. Since becoming a town, LaSalle’s 
population has more than doubled, while still preserving and protecting hundreds of hectares of 
ecologically important wetlands, woodlots and tall grass prairies that are interconnected by more than 30 
kilometres of recreational trails and inland watercourses. 

“We would also like to know what information that our community may have to share with us about our 
history,” said Mayor Bondy. Using PlaceSpeak, an online engagement software, the Town will be able to 
collect stories, photos and maps using the Noticeboard feature. For more information, visit 
www.placespeak.com/lasallehistory 

Named after the French explorer, René-Robert Cavelier, Sieur de La Salle, French settlers first 
established roots in the area in the mid-1700s. A mission was established in the Town of Sandwich, 
resulting in people settling in the Turkey Creek area (Petite Cote – Small Coast). LaSalle's history and 
that of Essex County were very much entwined when they were officially identified as part of Upper 
Canada in 1792. 

Many may remember the Town of LaSalle in the 1950’s. The town did exist at that time, but declared 
bankruptcy in 1959 and amalgamated with the Township of Sandwich West. This remained in place until 
1966 when the City of Windsor annexed part of the township. After annexation, the population of 
Sandwich West Township dropped from 33,000 to 6,000. 

Throughout the 1970’s, the Township of Sandwich West was able to continue to provide services to its 
residents. It took on a $45M project to construct an extensive network of sanitary sewers with the help of 
a provincial grant. 

Although development in the region slowed considerably in the early 1980’s, by later that decade, there 
was a huge growth in Sandwich West Township with more than an average of 400 homes started 
annually. This lead to a population growth within a 10 year period, bringing the Township’s population to 
25,000. 

In 1991, Council, led by Reeve Vince Marcotte, decided it wanted to give the Township a new identity. An 
application was submitted to the province to become a town. Council appointed a community group to 
come up with a new name and a new crest. From 100 suggested names for the new town, the list was 
narrowed down to only two: Trillium or LaSalle. 

The vote took place and over 80% chose LaSalle. The Town of LaSalle was officially incorporated on 
June 1, 1991, and Vince Marcotte became the first mayor. 
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For more information, contact: 

http://www.placespeak.com/lasallehistory




    
     

Marc  Bondy 
Mayor, 
Town  of  LaSalle 
519-980-3792 
mbondy@lasalle.ca 

Dawn  Hadre 
Corporate  Communication  and  Promotions  Officer,  
Town  of  LaSalle 
519-969-7770,  ext.  1253 
dhadre@lasalle.ca 

Town of LaSalle | www.lasalle.ca 
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