
   
 

     
               

               
        

                 
             
                 

               
              

               

                
               

                
            

                

 
              

   

              
               

   

              
               
            
              

  

                
              

          

   

  
 

    
  

  

 
 
   

  
  

 
  

     
  

Monday, March 8, 2021 
Media Release 

LaSalle Festivals and Events in 2021 

At the February 23, 2021 Regular Meeting of LaSalle Council, the cancellation of the 2021 Strawberry 
Festival and Last Call Before Fall Festival was approved. The restrictions on gatherings due to COVID-19 
limit the planning and hosting of large scale events. 

“A great deal of time is required to plan festivals,” said Patti Funaro, Director of the Culture and 
Recreation Department. “We would be well into the scheduling and booking entertainment for the 
Strawberry Festival by now. There is too much uncertainty in the coming months to plan a large festival.” 

Even in the Green – Protect level of the Province of Ontario’s Covid-19 Response Framework, outdoor 
organized public events and gatherings in staffed businesses and facilities (for example, event spaces), is 
limited to 100 people. On average, the Strawberry Festival attracts 25,000 people over the four day 
event. 

As an alternative to these events, culture and recreation staff are working on plans for virtual and 
modified activities that will take place during the second full weekend in June when the Strawberry 
Festival is typically held. In addition, plans for modified versions of the LaSalle Night Market and other 
smaller scale events are underway. Plans will include COVID-19 safety precautions and ensure 
adherence to provincial and regional restrictions that will be in place at the time of the events. 

Volunteer Recognition 
In addition, the 2021 Volunteer Recognition Event was cancelled at the February 23, 2021 Regular 
Meeting of LaSalle Council. 

“The Town of LaSalle recognizes the importance that volunteers play within and outside of our 
community. We will celebrate our volunteers in a different way this year,” said Agatha Robertson, 
Director of Council Services. 

To honour LaSalle residents who volunteer, a social media campaign will be held during National 
Volunteer Week from April 18 to April 24, and throughout 2021. During this time, local community 
members who volunteer will be highlighted. Rather than using the Volunteer Recognition Celebration 
traditional nomination process, the Town is asking individuals to share their volunteer activities, or those 
of another person. 

This campaign is open to all LaSalle residents who volunteer with organizations in and outside of the 
municipality. Submissions will be accepted and the volunteers will be recognized on the Town’s social 
media pages. More information and fillable forms are available at lasalle.ca/volunteerrecognition 
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For more information, contact: 

Festivals and events: 
Patti Funaro 
Director of Culture and Recreation, 
Town of LaSalle 
519-969-7770, ext. 1239 
pfunaro@lasalle.ca 

Volunteer Recognition: 
Agatha Robertson 
Director of Council Services/Clerk, 
Town of LaSalle 
519-969-7770, ext. 1223 
arobertson@lasalle.ca 

Dawn Hadre 
Corporate Communication and 
Promotions Officer, Town of LaSalle 
519-969-7770, ext. 1253 
dhadre@lasalle.ca 

https://www.lasalle.ca/en/our-community/Volunteer-Recognition.asp
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