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explorer, who established settlements and trading
routes along the Great Lakes and rivers throughout
North America in the 17th Century.

At the June 13, 2019 Louisville Metro Council
meeting, the city council meeting of Louisville,
Kentucky, a proclamation was made naming LaSalle
as a Sister City honouring our shared histories. LaSalle
Mayor Marc Bondy, CAO Joe Milicia and Director of
Culture of Recreation Julie Columbus, travelled to
Louisville, Kentucky to attend the city council meeting.
“It is great to partner with Louisville as a Sister City,”
said Mayor Bondy. “We were able to tour Louisville,
meet with members of the Metro Council and city
officials. We have established a friendship and look
forward to learning more about their city and working
together on joint initiatives.”
			

(Around table starting on left) Dr Jacque Van Houden, Will
Crawford, Joe Milicia CAO, Rosalind Streeter Executive Director
of Louisville Sister Cities, Dr. Erica Lawrence Principal Whitney
Young Elementary School, Gregg Ferris Alliance Française de
Louisville, Carol Barr Matton Member of Sister City Board, Mayor
Marc Bondy (Dinner with Sister Cities and Alliance Française
Board Members).

“The Town of LaSalle has the oldest continuous
European settlement in all of Ontario because of the
French explorers. We are excited to commemorate
our history at our Rendez-Vous Voyageur Festival in
September. The French Explorers shaped Ontario
and Canada through the waterways and fur trading
routes so our festival will have both local and regional
appeal,” said Columbus.

Metro Council and Administration Building, City of Louisville

In 1669, French Explorer, René-Robert Cavelier, Sieur
de La Salle, travelled the Ohio River, and made it to
the falls at the future site of Louisville. Likewise,
the Town of LaSalle was named after the French

Members of the Louisville Metro Council, Sister Cities
of Louisville and Alliance Française de Louisville have
been invited to visit LaSalle during our Rendez-Vous
Voyageur Festival that is being held on September
20 and 21, 2019. The event will step back in time to
the 1600-1700’s to commemorate our French and
First Nations history. The two-day event will feature
authentic entertainment, re-enactments, interactive
displays, traditional cuisine, vendors and a pyro
musical show.
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Aerial shot of the 2019 LaSalle Strawberry Fest

Opening Ceremonies began on Thursday, June 6
followed by live musical performances and the
Acrobark Dog Show. On Friday, June 7 the festival
hosted a variety of performances including shows
from Six Degrees, Allesandro Rotondi and White
Noise. The evening ended with a spectacular fireworks show. The parade took place on Saturday, June
8 at its usual location on Front Road and featured
marching bands, floats, the stilt guy, juggling, and of
course, Captain Strawberry.
Saturday evening highlighted local entertainment and
a tribute to the Bees Gees and Abba. The Rise2Fame
Youth Talent Search and Strawberry Eating Contest
took place on Sunday. The weekend was packed with
a carnival, fun activities and a variety of vendors!
To make the festival more accessible, LaSalle Transit
ran free shuttles on fireworks night and buses at no
cost throughout the weekend. This service provided
over 600 guests with free transportation to and from
the fireworks. The festival, parade, food, vendors, and
fireworks were a huge hit and an excellent start to
summer! Thank you to all staff, volunteers and guests
who made the event a success!

For ambulance, police, and
fire emergencies, dial 911

2019 LaSalle Strawberry Festival
By Mena Rimac

On the second weekend of June, the annual LaSalle
Strawberry Festival was held at the Vollmer Culture
and Recreation Complex. Due to the high water levels,
the festival made a temporary change from its usual
location at Gil Maure Park on Front Road. Over the
four day event, approximately 20,000 people visited
the festival. The weekend was full of fun activities and
attracted people of all ages!

		
Captain Strawberry at the Strawberry Festival Parade
Special thanks to all of our sponsors at the 2019
LaSalle Strawberry Festival: AM800, COOL 100.7, Centerline,
Essex Powerlines, Garrison Gutter Guards, J&J Lepera
Infrastructures Inc., Mix 96.7, Raymont’s Berries, Reaume
Chevrolet Buick GMC, Rotary Club of LaSalle Centennial, S&C,
Tolmie Orthodontics, Windsor’s Country 95.9, Windsor Family
Credit Union, Windsor Mazda, and Zehrs Malden.

Heritage Park Construction
Underway
Construction at Heritage Park started at the beginning of July. Road and sewer construction within the
Heritage Estates subdivision, along with playground
and landscape renovations to the park should take
approximately 4-5 months to complete.
The work includes constructing underground and
above ground stormwater storage in Heritage Park.
This will help alleviate flooding that occurred in the
area in 2015 and 2016. It will also include the replacement and alteration of select existing storm and
sanitary sewers on some streets within the
subdivision, renovations to Heritage Park, along
with the installation of a new walkway along the
outer perimeter of the park.

The new playground will be a fully accessible and
inclusive 5,000 square-foot structure geared for
children between the ages of 1 ½ years to 12 years
old. The play structure will incorporate interactive
panes and ramps to allow users to easily get from one
level to the next. The swings will include a Mom-andMe swing, an accessible swing and a Tri-Runner swing
making the design unique to this area. The whole
playground will sit atop a rubberized surface.
Residents adjacent to the park may experience
intermittent disruptions of access to driveways
through the construction. Please keep in mind that
construction areas can be dangerous, especially to
individuals who are not trained to work in this environment. We ask that residents avoid the active work
sites and keep a safe distance from equipment and
workers engaged in their daily activities.

Register for LaSalle Alerts
The LaSalle Alerts system will be used to provide
important information to you in times of emergency
like floods, large fires, evacuation notices, boil water
advisories etc. Add your contact information to make
sure that you are included in all future tests and
notifications.

The playground equipment will be removed in September and
replaced with accessible equipment.

The Town was successful in receiving a $1.5 million
grant from the National Disaster Mitigation Program,
and the Town will be matching that funding 50/50,
providing a total of $3.0 million for the project. Given
the extent of funding available, the Town will be
proceeding with the first phase of the flood mitigation
measures, that being the work within the Heritage
Estates area.
The existing play equipment along the north side of
Heritage Park will remain open until Labour Day
weekend. After Labour Day weekend, the entire park
will be closed to facilitate the construction of new
equipment, a new parking lot, shade structure with
accessible picnic tables, a basketball court, two pickleball courts and a soccer pitch. Once complete, the
playground will be named a Playcore National Demonstration Site for meeting best practices for design.

In addition to test messages, we have used the system
to send notifications on May 4, 2018 after Disputed
Road was closed due to downed power lines after a
storm, and on July 7, 2019 to residents who live along
Front Road who were experiencing overland flooding.
To receive important messges in times of emergency,
please make sure to add your contact information.

www.lasallealerts.ca
LaSalle Emergency Alerts

The LaSalle Emergency Alerts system will be used to
provide information to you in times of emergency like
floods, large fires, evacuation notices, boil water
advisories etc. Add your contact information to make sure
that you are included in all future tests and notifications.
You choose how you would like us to contact you in times
of emergency: text, cellphone, email and/or landline.

www.lasallealerts.ca

Upcoming Events
www.lasalle.ca
Free Swims
Saturdays in July and August
LaSalle Outdoor Pool
1200 Front Road
Free swims from 2:00 pm - 4:00 pm
Sponsored by Essex Powerlines and
Tim Hortons

LaSalle Night Market
August 25, 2019
LaSalle Civic Centre
5950 Malden Road
Food, music, vendors, culture, and featuring a
free screening of "Rumble: The Indians Who
Rocked The World!" Free admission!
Rendez-Vous Voyageur
September 20 & 21, 2019
Gil Maure Park
1180 Front Road
Experience our history and explore
our culture.
www.lasalle.ca/rendezvous

Dates to Remember
Municipal Offices Closed
(5950 Malden Rd)
Monday, September 2
Tax Billing Due Date
Friday, August 30
Water Billing Due Date
Friday, October 25

Experience Our Rich History and
Explore Our Culture
September 20, 2019 - 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
September 21, 2019 - 10 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Gil Maure Park, 1180 Front Road, LaSalle, ON
FREE Admission!

This 2 day festival will feature:
Drumming, Jigging and Music on Stage
Re-Enactments
Interactive Displays
Voyageur Encampments
Ancient Lacrosse Demonstrations
Traditional Cuisine
Unique Vendors & Merchants
Pyro Musical Fireworks Show
Join us as we explore the 1600-1700’s to
commemorate our local history including
First Nations, Métis and French Cultures.
For more information visit
www.lasalle.ca/rendezvous
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